
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

Office Telephone:  
712-263-4130  
 
 

Pastor:  
Rev. Jennifer Olson 
317-797-5860 
pastorjennolson@gmail.com 
 
 

Office Administrator:  
Barb Kessel    
712-269-1968             
 

Scott Schurke, Custodian 
712-269-4078 
 

Website:  
www.upcdenison.com  
 

Email:  
upcdenison@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Facebook.:  
UpcDenison 
 
Session    
Shar Hulstein  
Kendall Von Glan   
Bill Bruce 
Pat Chapman 
Wayne Igou 
Kyle Bohnker 
RoseMary Mason 
Carolyn Bukacek  
   Clerk of Session:   
Penny Kinney   

Deacons 
Joyce Bohnker 
Marge Meyer 
Corrine Mehaffey-Kinney 
Jayne Lyons 
Denise Philipp 
Rebecca Brown 
Eric Olson 
Mary Ann Irwin 
David Moen 
 
 

 

I’m on vacation the last week of September and the first few days of       

October. When you get this newsletter, Eric and I should be relaxing in 

the beauty of Fall in northern Minnesota at Lake Leech. Over the past 

five years or so, I have become an avid birder, and Eric has joined in with 

me. I find peace in birdwatching and, at home, look forward to the        

seasonal variety of birds at our backyard feeder. Sometimes, when the 

world seems too much and the news around the world is once again   

heartbreaking, I find that a walk in the woods does my soul good.      

Sometimes, God feels more present in the trees and the water and the 

birds and the sky. So I give you this poem in which poet and author    

Wendell Berry describes my feelings about “the peace of wild things.” 

 

THE PEACE OF WILD THINGS 

When despair for the world grows in me 

and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 

I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 

I come into the peace of wild things 

who do not tax their lives with forethought 

of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light. For a time 

I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

Wendell Berry 
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Sunday October 4 

World Communion Sunday 

Worship Service with Communion 

on Zoom and in the church sanctuary 

                                              10:30 am 

Session voted to open the church building  

beginning Sunday October 4.  

You are welcome to worship in the sanctuary  

or from your home on Zoom. 

 

Masks will be required inside the building through-

out the service, as well as physical distance in     

seating.   No Coffee hour. 

If you are sick, have a cold, etc. we ask that you   

worship from home.  

 

The church office will also be open on weekdays 

from  9:00 am – 1:00 pm.  

OCTOBER   WORSHIP 

UPC WORSHIP 

Aug 23 

31 Zoom 

WORSHIP VIEWS 

Sept. 5 

30  

Lawn Chair  

With  

Communion 

Aug 30 

 40 Zoom 

 

Aug 22 

24  

Lawn 

Chair 

Aug. 29 

 28  

Lawn 

Chair 

 

Sept. 6 

22 Zoom 

With  

Communion 

Sept. 12 

27  

Lawn 

Chair 



Stewardship & Finance  

 

General Fund: 

      Balanced 08/31/20 

 

 

Online giving is available on our website @  

www.upcdension.com 

 

   

  Bible Verses to Investigate… 

  Thessalonians  1:1-10 

  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

  Exodus 20: 1-7 

 

Pastor Jenn will be on vacation  

from Sun. Sept. 20 – Sat. Oct. 3. Rev. Marshall 

Brown is available for emergency pastoral calls at 

712-790-6803. Duane Mullen will lead the Lawn 

Chair Church services on the two Saturdays.     

Rev. Richard Francis will be the guest preacher    

on the Sunday worship service on Zoom on Sept. 

20, and the guest preacher for Sept. 27 is TBD.    

For other needs or questions, contact Barb at the 

church office at 712-263-4130. 

UPC  FINANCES 



UPC SESSION 

The Elders met via Zoom on Thursday, September 17, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  Rev. Jennifer Olson 

served as moderator.  The Session voted to sign the Presbytery’s Cohort Covenant, supporting 

our pastor.  The Session voted to approve the Pastor and Office Administrators Health            

Insurance Plans for 2021.  The Session approved F& O’s request to hold a drive through dinner 

on Saturday, November 14th.  The Session approved a return to worship beginning on Sunday, 

October 4th, with restrictions such as:  wearing a mask; walking one direction in and out; no 

singing; a stationary offering plate; ushers to open doors and direct people, etc.  The Session 

voted to  re-open the church office beginning Monday, September 21, 2020.   The Session set the 

date of the Annual Congregational meeting to elect officers and receive the 2021 budget for 

Sunday,  December 13th, 2020.  

SESSION                                                                     Next Meeting:  Thurs.,  @ 7PM 

Join us each week on Zoom for Coffee Chats! 

Thursday mornings 9:30 – 10:15 am 

We have chats every Thursday from 9:30-10:15 am.  

Everyone is welcome! You can log onto Zoom with a computer, tablet, 

or smartphone. The Zoom link will be emailed out on                   

Thursday mornings. 

October 8, 15, 22, 29 

Fellowship & Outreach Committee will be providing a curbside carryout 

turkey dinner for members of our congregation on Saturday, November 

14
th
.  The dinner will include turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

corn, cranberry sauce, dinner roll and apple cake with caramel sauce.  

Please call Elaine Chapman at 712-263-4511 or Beth Argotsinger at 

712-263-5747 by Monday, October 25th with the number of dinners 

your family would like prepared and your phone number.  Please feel 

free to leave a voice mail for Elaine or Beth in case either would happen 

to not be available to answer when you call.  

The dinners will be prepared and ready for you to pick up at the church starting at 

11:00 a.m. and ending by noon on Saturday, November 14
th

. 

The Fellowship & Outreach Committee misses being with all of you, and hope this dinner will help to 

brighten your day in November.  We look forward to this dinner, and hope you will enjoy it. 

F & O  Turkey Dinner 



UPC   

DEACONS         Tue., Oct. 6  (Zoom) 

It’s been wonderful to have worship outside these past few months! 

We’ve seen deer, rainbows, a heavy downpour, and the beauty of 

God’s creation all around us, making the worship experience even 

more rich. As the weather changes and the temperatures drop, we 

will decide on a week-to-week basis as to whether to continue these 

outside services.  

One of the greatest blessings of the Lawn Chair Church is that we 

can meet more safely outside and still be together. And for those 

who need extra protection, they can be in their cars, listen on the   

radio, and still see everyone.  

LAWN CHAIR CHURCH THIS FALL 

The Deacons met by Zoom on September 8, 2020. Denise Philipp gave devotions based on        
Matthew 11:28-30. The scripture provided encouragement for us all. Minutes from the August 4, 
2020 deacon meeting were approved. Congregational care updates were given and discussed,    
statistics were turned in. Prayers for church members and friends continue faithfully. 
 
Spaghetti and sauce (33 of each) and boxes of cereal (46 boxes) were donated to TAP in August. 
Because the Mission Committee will be collecting items for TAP during the month of September, 
Deacons will collect face masks during September to take to the schools. Consensus was to collect 
diapers, baby wipes, feminine products, and\or cash contributions during the month of October to 
donate to the emergency pantry starting by the Methodist Church. Items being collected will be     
purchased by cash donations. 
 
Thank you so much for your donations of the items being collected each month by the Deacons. We 
appreciate your willingness to help others in our community. 
 
Deacons will be meeting by ZOOM on October 6, 2020. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
Mary Ann Irwin, Moderator 
 

 

Keep up with news and info from our presbytery here:  

https://prospecthillpresby.org/enews/ 

https://prospecthillpresby.org/enews/


UPC  GATHER 

LUNCH IN THE PARK      Thursdays @ Noon  

 

Presbyterian Women have been meeting regularly for lunch 

at Washington Park each Thursday at noon.  Pack a lunch or 

take out from one of our local restaurants as we share a meal 

together.  There is no need to respond or call anyone, just 

show up at noon with your lawn chair and lunch.  In case of 

rain, we do not meet.  Lunch can take us anywhere from an 

hour to two hours.  They will continue this gathering as long 

as weather permits. 

October Bible Trivia 

 

Who was the only female judge of Israel in the                                 

Old Testament? 

 

*look for the answer in next month’s newsletter       

September Bible Trivia Answer 

What did God’s glory do to the tabernacle and the altar? 

A) Sanctified Them 

The Lord said to Moses that His glory would sanctify the tabernacle and the altar. 

Exodus: 29 

 

When a woman decided to send the old family Bible to her     

brother in another state, the postal worker asked her if there 

was anything breakable in the package.                                     

"Only the Ten Commandments," she replied. 



UPC  COMMUNICATIONS 

Need help learning how to use Zoom? We have people who can 

teach you how to use it. Contact the church office 712-263-4130 or 

Pastor Jennifer 317-7979-5860 or pastorjennolson@gmail.com 

and we’ll see what we can do! 

Want to Learn More about Zoom? 

HUNGER FIGHTERS 

Since the pandemic, this community project has given out food from the 

Siouxland Food Bank.  Volunteers are needed from the community to help unload 

the trucks, set up and pack the food, distribute it, deliver, etc.  

  

The next distribution will be October 20th.   

 

Contact Eric Olson 712-269-4597 or 

oleolson09@gmail.com  or Pastor Jenn if you 

want to be a part of this important and          

much-needed ministry! 

 

Upc Family, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful plant arrangement in 
honor of my wife, mom, grandma, and great grandma.  It 
touched each of us deeply.  Your support, prayers, and 
thoughts have helped us through this difficult time. 

Kenny Davis, Kathy & Tom Jones,  

Steph & Dean Henningsen, Payton, Jaxson, Reagon,  

David & Kristi Jones 

THANK YOU 

mailto:pastorjennolson@gmail.com
mailto:oleolson09@gmail.com


UPC NOMINATING 

The Nominating Committee at UPC is working to find candidates for deacons and elders.  First of all, we ask 
you to pray for the future of our church and the necessary leadership it takes to guide us.  Secondly, if you 
would like to serve as a deacon or elder or if you have suggestions of someone you think would be a candi-
date, then let us know.   
      Members of the nominating committee are:  Pastor Olson, Shar Hulstein Elaine Chapman, Jayne Lyons 
and Kendall Von Glan. 
 
 
Duties of UPC Deacons: 
 
     Member care and reaching out to the needs of the community are a priority. 
     Assessing what the needs of our church family and the needs of the community. 
     Participating in mission projects outside our church as opportunities arise. 
     Dedication to attend and actively participate in monthly meetings. 
 
 
Duties of UPC Elders: 
      
     Spiritual and visionary leaders of our church. 
     Dedicated to attend and actively participate in monthly meetings and special meetings. 
     Agreeable to lead or at least actively serve one of our church committees.   
 
 
 
 
 
     YES, I am interested in being a deacon or elder at UPC.  Circle your preference.  If you are willing to serve 
as either a deacon or elder, circle both: 
 
 
      _____________________________________________     Deacon     Elder 
 
 
 
     I think the following individual should be considered as a potential deacon or elder for our church.  Feel 
free to submit more than one name.   Circle which leadership role you feel would be the best fit for this indi-
vidual: 
 
 
     ______________________________________________       Deacon      Elder 
 
 
     ______________________________________________     Deacon      Elder 
 
 
     ______________________________________________      Deacon     Elder 

NOMINATING 



UPC  

MISSION 
 

It's that time of year!  Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes will be available in October for        
delivery to our regional center the first weeks of November.  Kathy Jones and Shar Hulstein 
have prepared the boxes with some of the hygiene items to be used.  Your job would be to add 
the WOW items (toys), the shipping, and the prayer.  Along with the gifts, the children re-
ceive lessons from The Greatest Journey discipleship program.   "Praise God for using             
Samaritan's Purse to bring great joy and the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ to millions of 
children, their families, and their communities through gift-filled shoe boxes."   
If you would rather give cash and let Kathy and Shar do the shopping, we'd appreciate your     
donation.  Shipping and donation checks can be made to United Presbyterian Church with 
the memo stating that it is a contribution to the shoe box ministry.   
 

"Whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.   Matthew 21:22 

We appreciate YOU and your contributions! 

      

     On the outskirts of town, there was a big old pecan tree by the cemetery fence. One day two boys filled up 
a bucketful of nuts and sat down by the tree, out of sight, and began dividing the nuts. "One for you, one for 
me.   One for you, one for me," said one boy. Several were dropped and rolled down toward the fence.  
        
      Another boy came riding along the road on his bicycle. As he passed, he thought he heard voices from 
inside the cemetery. He slowed down to investigate. Sure enough, he heard, "One for you, one for me. One 
for you, one for me." He just knew what it was. "Oh my," he shuddered, "it's Satan and St. Peter dividing the 
souls at the cemetery. He jumped back on his bike and rode off. Just around the bend he met an old man 
with a cane, hobbling along. "Come here quick," said the boy, "you won't believe what I heard. Satan and     
St. Peter are down  at the cemetery dividing up the souls." The man said, "Beat it, kid, can't you see it's hard 
for me to walk." When the boy insisted, though, the man hobbled to the cemetery.  
        
      Standing by the fence they heard, "One for you, one for me. One for you, one for me..." The old man          
whispered, "Boy, you've been tellin' the truth. Let's see if we can see the devil himself." Shaking with fear, 
they peered through the fence, yet were still unable to see anything. The old man and the boy gripped the 
wrought iron bars of the fence tighter and tighter as they tried to get a glimpse of Satan. At last they heard, 
"One for you, one for me. And one last one for you. That's all. Now let's go get those nuts by the fence, and 
we'll be done." 



UPC  PUZZLE ANSWERS 

OCTOBER PUZZLE  



UPC PUZZLE 

SEPTEMBER PUZZLE ANSWERS 



     UPC SPECIAL DATES       

10/1  Bette Bruce 

10/3  Jodi Vazquez 

10/6  Samantha Vazquez 

10/13  Joyce Bohnker 

10/17  Marshall Brown 

10/18  Patti K Boettger 

10/19  Pat Chapman 

10/19  Duane Zenk 

10/24  Linda Moran 

10/25  Mary Pollock 

10/29  David Miller 

10/31  David Moen 


